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DUNKIN DONUTS AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS TO THREE 
PLAINFIELD STUDENTS  

 
Plainfield, NJ – August 29, 2021 - Congratulations to the Dunkin Baskin Scholarship recipients 
Rahkiyah Arrington, Etbaal Hernandez Cuapio and Sayrai Williams, members of Plainfield Public 
Schools graduating class of 2021. The students were recipients of the first-ever $1,000 Dunkin 
Baskin scholarship in Plainfield.  
 
Mr. Ray Alaigh, the owner of the Dunkin Donuts on Front Street, announced the winners recently. 
At an event held in partnership with Plainfield Public Schools, he was joined by Dr. Diana Mitchell, 
Superintendent of Schools, and the parents and family members of the students who could not be 
there because they are away at school to begin their college careers.  
 
“These kids are showing us they can do it. They can pull through,” announced Mr. Alaigh.  “I want 
to wish them all success in their life and to be role models for other friends, community members 
and the people at large.  “I think they are going to be very successful; we wish them all the best.”  
 
Ms. Arrington, who is attending North Carolina A & T to study Nursing and lives in Plainfield with 
her mother Ms. Rasheedah Heard and two siblings, was represented by her sister Ms. Shawkia 
Arrington, a student at Rutgers University; Mr. Hernandez Cuapio, who is attending Texas 
Christian University to study Pre-Med and Business Administration,  was represented by his 
mother Ms. Eva Cuapio Hernandez and younger brother, Ethan, who attends the Plainfield 
Academy for the Arts and Advanced Studies (PAAAS), and Ms. Williams, who is attending Howard 
University to study Nursing was represented by her mother Ms. Yvonne Kerr and her brother.  
 
When reached by telephone, Ms. Arrington said she felt good about winning the scholarship, “I am 
very grateful I had this opportunity to apply and win the scholarship. The scholarship will help 
pay for some of my items in school.”  
 
Mr. Hernandez Cuapio, who is attending Texas Christian University, where is he enrolled in the 
pre-med and business program, said, “I am so honored and blessed to have received the $1,000.00 
scholarship. Not everyone gets an opportunity like this.  It will be a great help to me, since I grew 
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up in a household where my family does not earn a lot of money. I will use it toward my housing at 
school.” 
 
Ms. Williams’ mother, Ms. Kerr said, “On behalf of Sayrai, we would like to thank you for this 
scholarship. It will go to good use.” 
 
In closing Dr. Diana Mitchell said to Mr. Alaigh, “We would like to thank you for partnering with us 
and look forward to our continued partnership to provide scholarship opportunities for our 
students.”  
 
The winners of these awards are welcome to apply to the scholarships every year as well as 
graduating seniors at Plainfield High School (PHS) and the Plainfield Academy for the Arts and 
Advanced Studies (PAAAS).  
 
The Dunkin Baskin Scholarships were created in January 2021 and the students had until March 
2021 to apply. The scholarships will be awarded to students based on need and academic 
excellence.  
 
For more information, please email gmontealegre@plainfield.k12.nj.us. 
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